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February 10, 2005 at the age of 79. Lewis’s
life long dedication to education and commu-
nity service will forever remind us of the im-
portance of kindness, dedication and out-
standing civic leadership.

Born in Palo Alto, California, Lewis com-
pleted his undergraduate and law degree from
Stanford University. After serving in the Army
Air Corps, he partnered with his mentor, J.
Hampton Hoge, and established the Hoge and
Fenton Law Firm in Monterey, California. After
the firm expanded, Lewis remained counsel to
two firms, Fenton & Keller in Monterey and
Hoge, Fenton, Jones and Appel in San Jose.

Lewis's keen interest in professional and
community activities are extensive and reveal
a lifetime of dedication to his career and the
improvement of a long list of community orga-
nizations. In 1963 he was the president of the
Monterey County Bar Association and one of
the top civil litigators on the Central Coast.
Amongst his many awards he was listed in
both Who's Who in America and the “Best
Lawyers in America”. Throughout his life,
Lewis showed enduring commitment to teach-
ing law. He was a faculty member at the Has-
tings College of Law and the Stanford Law
School.

Lewis’s civic duties also made a significant
impact on the Monterey community. In the
Community Foundation of Monterey County,
he was the President of the Board of Gov-
ernors. A board member of many organiza-
tions, Lewis made a pioneering contribution to
the Community Hospital of the Monterey Pe-
ninsula. He was also a founding board mem-
ber of the Monterey Bay Aquarium and a
founding board member of the Board of Trust-
ees for the York School, where he devoted 50
years of extensive involvement.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to remember Lewis for
his honorable career and his contribution to
our society. Lewis consistently went above
and beyond the roles bestowed upon him, and
has left a legacy of leadership and inspiration.
Our thoughts go out to his family. While he will
be sorely missed, his life will continue to in-
spire those he touched.

——————
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OF GUADALUPE COUNTY COM-
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Tuesday, March 8, 2005
Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Guadalupe County Commissioner

Cesareo Guadarrama for his outstanding serv-
ice to his community.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Commissioner Guadarrama is a native of
Seguin, Texas. He is the owner of G3 Plumb-
ing, and his experience in small business has
given him the skill in leadership and organiza-
tion that he uses on behalf of his district
today.

Guadalupe County Commissioner Cesareo
Guadarrama has a long history of civic volun-
teer activity. He has worked especially hard to
help the youth and children of Seguin. He has
been a part of many volunteer organizations,
including Seguin Youth Services, the Guada-
lupe County Juvenile Citizens Advisory Coun-
cil, and the Seguin Noon Lions Club. He
served as Director of the Seguin Toys for Tots
program, and was a member of the Seguin
Independent School District Board of Trustees
when it was recognized as the Outstanding
School Board in the state of Texas, in 1990.

Cesareo Guadarrama’s work has helped to
create a brighter future for the youth of
Seguin, and for all of the citizens of Guada-
lupe County. | applaud him for his spirit of
service, and thank him for all he has done for
his fellow Texans.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had this
opportunity to recognize the achievements of
Guadalupe County Commissioner Cesareo
Guadarrama.

—

FOSTER CARE MENTORING ACT OF
2005

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, Mavrch 8, 2005

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
tonight I'd like to talk about legislation that |
recently introduced—The Foster Care Men-
toring Act of 2005 (HR 822).

Adopting a child is a life long responsibility,
but let me be frank, the way we care for our
children, especially children in foster care is a
direct reflection of who we are as a society.

The Administration has boldly stated that
they will “Leave No Child Behind.” | want to
take them up on this pronouncement and ex-
tend this idea to the 523,000 children who are
in foster care programs throughout this coun-
try.

These children cannot be left behind and
must be given every opportunity to succeed.

The Foster Care Mentoring Act of 2005, will
support the establishment, expansion and op-
eration of programs using a network of public
and private community entities to provide
mentoring for children in foster care.

Specifically The Foster Care Mentoring Act
of 2005, does the following:

Provides $15 million in grants to States to
develop or expand statewide academic men-
toring programs for children in foster care.
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Authorizes States to use this funding to help
recruit, support and train volunteers to serve
as a foster youth’s academic and personal ad-
visers.

Authorizes $4 million to fund a national co-
ordination and media campaign aimed at rais-
ing public awareness of the need to get in-
volved in the life of a child waiting for foster
care placement.

Engages college and graduate students by
making them eligible to have their student
loans discharged up to $2,000 for every 200
hours they serve as mentors to children living
in foster care. A total of $20,000 in student
loans incurred by participating college or grad-
uate students would qualify for forgiveness.

My legislation is a good first step in ap-
proaching how we can better transition chil-
dren into loving, supportive homes. But we
must do more.

As | stated earlier, there are over 523,000
children in foster care. One in three of these
children has been in care for over 5 years. Of
the 25,000 children who leave the foster care
system each year, they do so without ever
having the promise of a permanent family ful-
filled.

This is shameful! We must do better. Chil-
dren in this country need to have a stable
adult they can rely on and turn to for support
while growing up. Mentoring is an excellent
way to meet some of these children most
basic needs.

The life experiences of children in foster
care put them in a precarious and vulnerable
situation. Children in foster care are more sus-
ceptible to; drug addiction, depression, delin-
quency, and pregnancy.

What's more, the constant turnover in place-
ments for children in foster care makes it dif-
ficult for these young people to succeed in
school.

Mentoring can make a difference in the life
of young people in foster care and provide a
lifeline to academic success and better life
skills.

Traditional mentoring programs often do not
include the type of training and recruitment
necessary to equip mentors with the tools they
need to most effectively serve the needs of
these young people. Those that do yield
amazing results:

Current statistics show that for young peo-
ple who are mentored; 45 percent are less
likely to begin using illicit drugs; 59 percent do
better academically, and 73 percent set and
attain higher life achievement goals.

The need for mentors for children in foster
care is clear, however, few states have pro-
grams aimed at serving the special needs of
this vulnerable population. | ask my colleagues
to support H.R. 822 ‘The Foster Care Men-
toring Act of 2005.’
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